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The following procedures shall be followed when determining a person’s right to make claim of a body. 

1. Within the first 3 days of death, the body shall only be released to the known next of kin. 

2. If after 3 days from death, the known next of kin is unavailable or fails or refuses to assert authority 

for control of the deceased, the authority will be deemed to be waived.  The body shall be released 

to the person of highest kinship who has made claim by submission of a body release order. 

3. The following kinship hierarchy shall be used when determining rights to make claim of a body: 

1) Spouse (husband, wife). 

2) Adult child (at least 18 years of age).  Any one child may give the release order.  If there is a 

dispute, the office will accept the order from the first child to give it. 

3) Grandchild.  If there is a dispute, the office will accept the order from the first grandchild to 

give it. 

4) Parents.  If there is a dispute, the office will accept the order from the first parent to give it. 

5) Siblings.  If there is a dispute, the office will accept the order from the first sibling to give it. 

6) Grandparents.  If there is a dispute, the office will accept the order from the first grandparent 

to give it. 

7) Guardian. 

8) Representative of the estate of the decedent. 

9) Other family in order of hierarchy (uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, cousin, etc.). 

10) Other persons willing to make claim (friend, neighbor, coworker, etc.) 

11) Governmental entity responsible for disposition of the remains (ex. indigent county burial, 

Department of Corrections, etc.). 

4. The employee processing a body release order shall note the kinship of the individual making claim 

of the body and compare the kinship to the family listed for that decedent in the case management 

database. 

5. If the individual making claim for the remains is of closer kinship than the family listed in the case 

management database, the employee shall contact the listed family and attempt to verify kinship of 

the person making claim. 

1) If the kinship of the person making claim is confirmed, the employee shall enter the person’s 

information into the Next of Kin section of the case management database and process the 

order for release. 

2) If the employee is unable to verify the kinship of the individual making claim, the employee 

shall not release the body and shall notify their supervisor. 


